
Louisiana Advocates for Immigrants in Detention—Acadiana Group 

 

Reimbursement Policies 
 

These policies apply to people released from ICE detention at Allen Parish, South Louisiana 

(Basile), and Pine Prairie detention centers. 

 

1. Drivers must have a valid Louisiana drivers’ license and proof of auto liability insurance. 

 

2. LA-AID Acadiana will reimburse volunteers for driving, at the rate established by the State of 

Louisiana for state travel reimbursement, if they request reimbursement and provide mileage 

information, and if they are not reimbursed through another source.  

 

3. Beginning 4/12/21, LA-AID Acadiana will reimburse volunteers who host people released from 

detention in their homes overnight at a rate of $25 per night for the first individual hosted for any 

given night, and $10 each for each additional person hosted that night, if the volunteer is not 

reimbursed through another source. The volunteer must ask for reimbursement and provide the 

name of the person hosted and the dates and number of nights they were hosted.  

 

4. Reimbursement for out-of-pocket volunteer expenses (commissary and phone account 

contributions, parking charges, meals and items purchased for people upon release, cash 

contributions to immigrants, etc.) can be requested by providing LA-AID with copies of receipts 

(or, in the case of cash to immigrants, a statement of the amount provided) to a 3-person Expense 

Authorization Committee currently made up of Leslie Elliottsmith, Michelle MacFadyen, and Nell 

Hahn. Reimbursement will be provided through PayPal, subject to the availability of funds and the 

reasonableness of expenditures. Volunteers are encouraged to seek pre-approval of amounts above 

$50. Meal reimbursements are for immigrants only and are limited to $15 per meal. The vote of 

two members of the committee is necessary to approve any expenditure.  

 

5. People who are detained or have been recently detained shall not be permitted to pay 

volunteers for gas or to reimburse volunteers for hosting them. Exception:  if a released person 

requests the purchase of specific items or wishes to purchase their own food and requests the 

volunteer put the expense on a credit card, or if it is necessary for the volunteer to use of a credit 

card for something else the released person needs, the person may reimburse the volunteer for 

such expenses. 

 

6. If we cannot find a volunteer driver, their families, sponsors, or bond funds are expected to pay 

for their transportation. If we cannot find a volunteer host and they need an overnight stay, we will 

normally expect families, sponsors, or bond funds to pay for overnight lodging. If we have the 

money and there is no alternative, our group will pay for taxi and/or hotels. These decisions will be 

made by the people coordinating transportation. 
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