
CALL TO ACTION! 
 

PROTEST OMNI AIR’S DEADLY DEPORTATION FLIGHTS 
 

Join Parent Company ATSG Investor’s Call 
October 30 at 7am Pacific/10 am Eastern 

 
 
San Diego, CA – On October 14, 2020, Omni Air International, a charter international air 
service, was contracted to operate the deportation flight of 85 men and women from 
Cameroonian and Congolese immigrant communities. The deportation flight was staffed with 
pilots of the Airline Professionals Association, Teamsters Local 1224, and with flight crew of 
the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA. 
  
The deportation has placed the lives of these men and women in grave danger by repatriating 
them back to countries from which they fled political persecution.  
 
One Cameroonian said, “We ran from our countries to be protected here. Now, when they 
are deporting us, our lives will be at risk.” 
  
Back in Cameroon, he had been repeatedly arrested and severely beaten by the police. "I was tied 
up like an animal pending slaughter, and they used their batons to beat me under my feet, on my 
back, and even on my head." He is now, once again, at their mercy. 
 
From detention, another Cameroonian said,   “Just two or three weeks ago people were killed at 
protests. They keep sending troops on us. We are scared for our brothers. Some of us have 
been in this detention for three years. We came here for protection but we are locked up. We've 
been on hunger strikes and we wrote letters. What is it going to take for them to listen to us? 
Please America help us, save their lives."  
  
Amnesty International USA had called on the Trump administration to halt the deportation, 
while the deputy director of advocacy and government relations Adotei Akwei asserted, “Given 
the current conditions in the country, it is extremely likely that anyone who is returned to 
Cameroon will face a high risk of being detained, beaten, disappeared, tortured, or possibly 
even killed.”  
  
The U.S government itself acknowledged that the situation in Cameroon is dangerous. In 
September, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee passed a bipartisan resolution 
condemning the violence against Anglophones in Cameroon. 
  

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/immigration/2020/10/12/protests-grow-over-pending-deportations-to-cameroon-amid-abuse-allegations/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/migrant-voices-cameroon-asylum/


Immigrant rights and legal advocacy organizations had also raised the alarm in early October, 
filing a Civil Right and Civil Liberties complaint that ICE and contract enforcement agents used 
coercive tactics, including pepper spray, physical restraint, and threats of violence in forcing 
individuals to give their fingerprint or sign their deportation papers. There is also reason to 
believe that falsified travel documents were used with ICE’s knowledge. 
  
Leaders within the Congressional Black Caucus released a letter to ICE demanding a halt to 
the flight to Democratic Republic of the Congo and Cameroon, citing the concerns raised in the 
CRCL complaint. They also raised concerns that 
  
We stand with the Black immigrant community to demand Omni Air International to stop 
all deadly deportations. We call on Omni Air International to stop gambling with people’s 
lives and remove itself from further collaboration with ICE. 
 
We call on all people to show up and take action in solidarity with Black immigrants who 
are being targeted for deportation. 
  
 Background 
  
 Omni Air International is an Oklahoma-based charter company that flies so-called “special 
high-risk charter” (SHRC) deportation missions. As in the case of the October 14 deportation of 
Black Cameroonian and Congolese immigrants, they typically involve transporting immigrants 
with high-profile removal cases, may become disruptive during commercial flights, or are 
wanted in their home countries.  

 
- Charter planes, like Omni Air, are typically stationed on faraway airfields hidden from 

public view. The secluded location is deliberate, allowing ICE to maintain a high degree 
of secrecy over its deportation missions, which have been scenes of abuse, including 
beatings, threats at gunpoint and unduly harsh restraints. One Cameroonian who 
refused with all his might to board the plane on October 14, fearing that he would never 
again see his wife and children who are living in Arizona, testified “I was forced to the 
plane as 8 officers wrapped and tied me up with chains and cuffs that I already had 
on me.” 
 

- Omni Air has a monopoly over deportation flights for ICE because other airlines are 
reluctant to conduct such flights out of fear of potential public backlash and bad press. As 
a result Omni Air can charge exorbitant prices at taxpayers expense. Omni has 
charged ICE more than $1.5 million per flight or about $12,000 per passenger 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a33042eb078691c386e7bce/t/5f7f17f39e044f47175204fb/1602164723244/Re+CRCL+Complaint+ICE%27s+Use+of+Torture+to+Coerce+Immigrants+to+Sign+Immigration+Documents+at+Adams+County+Correctional+Facility.pdf
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2020/09/08/the-hunger-strikers-of-pine-prairie-protesting-indefinite-detention-by-ice/
https://www.ekiosque.cm/journal-292749-The-Guardian-Post-15-10-2020
https://jsis.washington.edu/humanrights/2019/04/23/ice-air/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/immigration/article244596542.html#storylink=cpy
https://qz.com/1761804/sole-airline-willing-to-deport-high-risk-immigrants-is-price-gouging-ice/


- Omni Air parent company Air Transport Services Group, or ATSG exclusively donates 
Republican candidates, which then pay the company back through lucrative federal 
contracts and aid funding. In May, Omni Air secured a $67 million bailout as part of 
the congressional coronavirus relief package.  

 
- It’s no wonder then that ATSG’s first and second quarter earnings report of 2020 showed 

revenues soared from $41.1 million to $389.3 million, and then again from $43.2 million, 
to $377.8 million. These record earnings are mainly from growth in Omni Air.   

 
- Kyle Herrig, president of the watchdog group Accountable said, “The Trump 

administration’s idea of saving the economy is giving tens of millions in free tax 
money to a private airline [like Omni] that already profits massively from doing 
ICE’s deportation dirty work.” 

 
- Aarti Kohli, executive director of the Asian Law Caucus said, “It’s shameful that funds 

are being diverted from frontline communities on the ground to businesses, like 
Omni Air International, who are profiting from separating families.” 
 

- Jennifer Ahearn of Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington said, “It’s 
troubling, if not surprising, to see a company behave this way.” Adding that “This 
kind of behavior is the reason Congress built oversight into the structure of the CARES 
Act.”  

 
-   Anoop Prasad, staff attorney for the Immigrant Rights Program at the nonprofit Asian 
Law Caucus, has stated  “It is disappointing that the response of Omni Air to public 
outrage over xenophobia and the tearing apart of families through deportation is to 
seek a bigger profit rather than sever ties with ICE.”  

 
-        The Covid bailout came on the heels of a $77.65 million contract with the 
Department of Defense for “international charter airlift services” AKA deadly 
deportation flights. 

  
 

https://news.yahoo.com/deportation-airline-secures-67-million-in-coronavirus-bailout-161219076.html
https://www.atsginc.com/investors/news-and-events/ir-press-releases/atsg-second-quarter-results-reflect-solid-growth
https://news.yahoo.com/deportation-airline-secures-67-million-in-coronavirus-bailout-161219076.html
https://news.yahoo.com/deportation-airline-secures-67-million-in-coronavirus-bailout-161219076.html
https://news.yahoo.com/deportation-airline-secures-67-million-in-coronavirus-bailout-161219076.html
https://qz.com/1761804/sole-airline-willing-to-deport-high-risk-immigrants-is-price-gouging-ice/
https://news.yahoo.com/deportation-airline-secures-67-million-in-coronavirus-bailout-161219076.html

